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America does not even cover all its
children. The United States ranks
eighteenth in overall infant mortality.
Only Portugal does worse. If the United
States matched Japan’s infant mortal-
ity rate, more than 15,000 American ba-
bies who died before their first birth-
day in 1994 would be alive. And the
United States ranks eighteenth in the
percentage of babies born at dan-
gerously low weight. No industrialized
country does worse than that.

Now again | do not want to keep
coming up here and giving horror sto-
ries and talking about all the problems
that we face because of the fact that
the 10 million kids are not covered. But
I think that the magnitude of this
problem is such that if we do not do
something quickly and if this House
and this Congress does not address the
problem fairly quickly, the problem
only gets worse, the costs only get
greater, and from a humane point of
view it simply is something that we
need to address, and so myself and
other Democrats will be here on a regu-
lar basis tomorrow, the next few weeks
or the next few months until our Re-
publican colleagues on the other side of
the aisle agree to take this up in a
timely fashion.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
HOUSE RESOLUTION 89, RE-
QUESTING THE PRESIDENT SUB-
MIT A BALANCED BUDGET

Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105-18) on the resolution (H.
Res. 90) providing for consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 89) requesting
the President to submit a budget for
fiscal year 1998 that would balance the
Federal budget by fiscal year 2002 with-
out relying on budgetary contin-
gencies, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

A POSITIVE AGENDA FOR THE
105TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. Fox] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank you for the time for us to
have this special order to speak not
only of the importance of moving
ahead with a positive agenda for the
105th Congress, but also | rise today in
the spirit of the Hershey accords, the
achievements of our recent weekend in
Hershey, PA, to join my colleagues in
offering this special order. Probably
the most important bipartisan issue we
can address for the citizens of this
country is the balancing of the Federal
budget.

I rise here today and will be joined by
several of my distinguished colleagues,
not least of which is GIL GUTKNECHT, a
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Congressman from Minnesota, and urge
the President to work with us using
the same economic assumptions, meet-
ing the requests made by the Congress
following the number of elections and
producing a budget that responsibly
balances our budget by the year 2002.
Once we can see where the President’s
priorities are in the free market of a
balanced bucket then we can begin a
civil debate over the policy differences
among the various proposals.

I just want to say at the outset that
my feelings are that having talked to
Republicans and Democrats alike this
past weekend, our issues of balancing
the budget, campaign finance reform,
working on things like FDA reform,
improving our transportation and
working on other issues of common
concern throughout the Congress cer-
tainly can be accomplished because the
bipartisan spirit that | felt and the
finding the common ground, | think,
was very special.

You know for many of us, who may
be one party or the other, we do not
meet other Members of the aisle, the
opposite Members of the aisle, unless
we are on their committee or we come
from their State. This particular re-
treat gave us for the first time in a
long time a chance for us to meet on a
personal level other Members who we
do not serve within the same commit-
tee or from the same State, and by
that we are able to at least find com-
mon ground, and while we do not want
anybody to give up their principles, we
do not want anybody to give up their
agenda, we do want to make sure that
we, as Members of Congress, will al-
ways remain civil, Mr. Speaker, and to
make sure that we can do more and be
more productive because we give the
mutual respect they each deserve.

I wanted to ask CONGRESSMAN
GUTKNECHT, who was an active partici-
pant at the conference, what his im-
pressions were before we get into the
issues of balanced budget and other
items that are on your agenda, and |
know how active you have been on
your committee work, GiL. Could you
tell a little bit of what your impres-
sions were of the retreat and whether
you thought it succeeded in achieving
the goals that it set out to begin with.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Well, | would have
to say it this way, that | was one of
those who was not all that eager to go
along, and it was guilt that got me to
go to Hershey, PA. It may have been
the chocolate that kept me there after
the first several hours. But | must tell
you as the weekend went along it was
a very valuable experience, not only for
me, but | hope for my colleagues and,
most importantly, | think, for the
American people.

I think that the American people
sent us sort of a message in the last
congressional elections. What they said
in effect was that we want the Repub-
licans to continue to control the House
of Representatives and the Senate, but
we want President Clinton, the Demo-
crat, to run the executive branch of
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Government, and we want there to be
some checks and balances, but what
they also said is they want us to work
together as much as we possibly can.

And one of the valuable things, |
think, that came out of Hershey is we
now, all of us who were there at least,
have a little better understanding of a
sense of history, and if you look at this
institution, the House of Representa-
tives, there have been some rather
bloody fights on this House floor. |
mean there have been Members who
have been caned, there have been fist
fights, there have been arguments—

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. The caning
was in the Senate, the fist fights were
in the House.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. But we have had
more than our share of fisticuffs that
were associated with the debate here
on the floor. We have also had periods
where there was consensus building,
cooperation, and much more agreement
and ability to work together in a civ-
ilized way.
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I think what will happen as a result
of what we saw in Hershey is hopefully
both sides will begin to reach out to
the other side. | think in the end what
we really need to do is agree where we
can agree, have honest debate where we
disagree. And | think the American
people expect that, but | think they
also expect us to compromise where we
can.

Mr. Speaker, | would hope that over
the next several months and over the
balance of this 105th Congress we will
see more civilized debate. There has
been entirely too much trivializing, too
much demonizing, too much personaliz-
ing the debate that occurs on the floor
of this House.

We are going to have an honest dis-
cussion tonight about the budget. We
obviously have a somewhat different
view of the President’s budget and the
need to balance the budget perhaps
than some of our colleagues. | brought
with me some charts, and | am going to
walk down there in a few minutes, and
we are going to talk about what the
President has proposed, what we might
dispose. But | think most importantly
we need to talk about, what does this
mean to the average American family?
What is this balancing the budget all
about? Is it just some kind of an ac-
counting exercise, or does it really ul-
timately impact real families and real
Americans in homes and in the neigh-
borhoods where they live?

Mr. Speaker, | think as we go
through and talk a little bit about this,
I think we can demonstrate that this
really does have a dramatic impact not
only on Americans today but, more im-
portantly, on Americans in the future.
We have some very serious problems,
but | think, if we approach them in a
cooperative relationship, a respectful
relationship where we can have a civil
and honest debate about the great is-
sues facing our country today, then |
think both the Congress and the Amer-
ican people will have been well served
by what transpired up in Hershey, PA.
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